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1. “ ‘Poli,” a Latin word”: Emily Herbert, Robin Williams: When the Laughter Stops
1951-2014 (London: Blake, 2014), “Twenty Great Robin Williams’ Jokes.”

2. almost all the living nominees: Bob Dole, the nominee in 1996, being the sole
exception who, at the age of ninety-two, did endorse Trump in 2016.

3. “open versus closed”: “Full text of Tony Blair’s speech to the TUC,” Guardian,
September 12, 2006.

4. “sudden, radical, or complete change”: Merriam Webster Online, s.v., “Revolution.”

5. “my teacher”: Howard W. French, “The History of Tough Talk on China,” Wall
Street Journal, December 10, 2016.

6. polarization reached a peak: see Laura Paisley, “Political Polarization at Its Worst
since the Civil War,” USC Today, November 8, 2016; and Rachel Kleinfeld,
“Polarization, Democracy, and Political Violence in the United States: What the
Research Says,” Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, September 5, 2023.”

7. “holiday from history”: George F. Will, “The End of Our Holiday from History,”
Washington Post, September 12, 2001.

8. “The older order changeth”: Alfred, Lord Tennyson, “Morte d’Arthur,” Poetry
Foundation.

9. “opposite camp”: Louis-Henry-Charles de Gauville, Journal du Baron de Gauville,
député de I’ordre de 1a noblesse, aux Etats-généraux depuis le 4 mars 1789 jusqu’au
Ler juillet 1790 (Paris: Gay, 1864), 20.

10. “polarization of the Assembly”: Timothy Tackett, Becoming a Revolutionary: The
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Deputies of the French National Assembly and the Emergence of a Revolutionary
Culture (1789-1790) (University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2006),
201, quoted in John Richard Cookson, “How French Racehorses Are to Blame for
U.S. Partisan Politics,” National Interest, July 7, 2016.”
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. aboomlet of books: See Thomas Cahill’s books on the Greeks, Jews, and Irish; and

Arthur Herman, How the Scots Invented the Modern World: The True Story of How
Western Europe’s Poorest Nation Created Our World & Everything in It (New York:
Three Rivers, 2001).

. earliest flourishing of classical liberalism: See: Jonathan I. Israel, The Dutch

Republic: Its Rise, Greatness, and Fall; 1477-1806, The Oxford History of Early
Modern Europe (Oxford: Clarendon, 1998); and Simon Schama, The Embarrassment
of Riches: An Interpretation of Dutch Culture in the Golden Age, 1st ed. (New York:
Knopf, 1987).

. “the top performer”: Angus Maddison, Dynamic Forces in Capitalist Development

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1991), 30.
Venetian Empire: Wantje Fritschy, Public Finance of the Dutch Republic in
Comparative Perspective (Leiden: Brill Academic, 2017).

. glassmakers on Murano: See “Murano Glass,” Scholarly Community Encyclopedia,

citing David J. Shotwell, Glass A to Z (Iola, WI: Krause, 2002), 586-87.

. Military Revolution: Geoffrey Parker, The Military Revolution: Military Innovation

and the Rise of the West, 1500-1800, 2nd ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1996).”

.90 percent of the indigenous populations: This story is ably told in Jared M.

Diamond, Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies (New York: W.
W. Norton, 1999). The economic historian Brad DeLong has recently appraised the
ongoing debate over the merits and limitations of Diamond’s account, proposing
that perhaps the better full list of key variables for Western dominance would be
“Guns, Germs, Steel, Coal, Slavery, Seaborne Empires, Peninsulas, Mountain

s

Ranges, Rainfall, and Chance,” see: Brad DeLong, “Guns, Germs, Steel, Coal,

Slavery, Seaborne Empires, Peninsulas, Mountain Ranges, Rainfall, & Chance:



Jared Diamond’s ‘Guns, Germs, & Steel’ After Twenty-Five Years,” Brad DeLong’s
Grasping Reality. See also: William H. McNeill, Plagues and Peoples (New York:
Anchor, 2010).

8. “terps”: Johan A. W. Nicolay, “Terp Excavation in the Netherlands,” Encyclopedia
of Global Archaeology (2014): 7271-73.

9. “private control of the land”: Jan de Vries, “On the Modernity of the Dutch
Republic,” Journal of Economic History 33, no. 1 (1973): 191-202.

10. over half: Jan Luiten van Zanden, The Long Road to the Industrial Revolution: The
European Economy in a Global Perspective, 1000—-1800 (Leiden: Brill Academic,
2009), 98-100.

11. four times that of Paris: Russell Shorto, Amsterdam: A History of the World’s
Most Liberal City (New York: Vintage, 2014), 178.

12. “looked like a hell”: Letter from Richard Clough to Thomas Gresham, Antwerp
Wednesday 21 August 1566, from Relations politiques des Pays-Bas et de
L’ Angleterre sous le régne de Philippe II, 4th ed. J.JM.B.C. Kervyn de Lettenhove
(1885) 337-39; 341-44.

13. “Christ’s own body”: Nicholas Sander, “A Treatise of the Images of Christ and
of His Saints, 1566,” collected in Robert S. Miola, Early Modern Catholicism:
An Anthology of Primary Sources (Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press,
2007), 59.

14. distributed power: I am painting with a broad brush. The Dutch were repressive
and brutal in building their overseas empire, conscripting hundreds of thousands of
enslaved laborers to toil on plantations in Indonesia and elsewhere. But it is still true
that the Netherlands’ domestic governance, compared with other major countries at
the time, was distinctive along the lines I have described.

15. superior ships: Oscar Gelderblom, “The Golden Age of the Dutch Republic,”
in The Invention of Enterprise, ed. David S. Landes, Joel Mokyr, and William J.
Baumol (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2010), 161.”

16. twelve tons per sailor: Jan Lucassen and Richard W. Unger, “Shipping, Productivity
and Economic Growth,” in Shipping and Economic Growth 1350—1850, ed. Richard
W. Unger (Leiden: Brill Academic, 2011), 7:31.

17. half those of their competitors: Tim Blanning, The Pursuit of Glory: The Five
Revolutions that Made Modern Europe, 1648—1815 (New York: Penguin, 2008),
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188.

18. merchant fleet of 568,000 tons: Blanning, Pursuit of Glory, 96.

19. city’s dockyards: Robert K. Massie, Peter the Great: His Life and World (New
York: Wings, 1991), 180-86.”

20. 40 warships, 150 trading ships: Blanning, Pursuit of Glory, 98.

21. “richest corporation in the world”: Blanning, Pursuit of Glory, 98.

22. “greatest Treasure: Sir William Temple, Observations upon the United Provinces
of the Netherlands (London: Edward Gellibrand, 1676), 99—100, quoted in Marjolein
‘t Hart, “Cities and Statemaking in the Dutch Republic, 1580-1680, ” Theory and
Society 18, no. 5 (1989): 663-87.

23. Counter-Reformation: Matias Cabello, The Counter-Reformation, Science, and
Long-Term Growth: A Black Legend?, unpublished.

24. one-third of Amsterdam’s merchant community: Oscar Gelderblom, “The Golden
Age of the Dutch Republic,” in The Invention of Enterprise, ed. David S. Landes,
Joel Mokyr, and William J. Baumol (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,
2010).

25. perseverance and drive: Alexandra M. De Pleijt and Jan Luiten Van Zanden,
“Accounting for the ‘Little Divergence’: What Drove Economic Growth in Pre-
industrial Europe, 1300-1800?,” European Review of Economic History 20, no. 4
(2016).

26. most densely populated: Kees Klein Goldewijk, “Three Centuries of Global
Population Growth: A Spatial Referenced Population (Density) Database for 1700—
2000,” Population and Environment 26, no. 4 (2005): 343—67, 356.”

27. 56 percent of the population: Paul Kennedy, The Rise and Fall of the Great
Powers: Economic Change and Military Conflict from 1500 to 2000 (New York:
Random House, 1987), 69.

28. figure for France: Liam Brunt and Cecilia Garcia-Penalosa, “Urbanisation and the
onset of modern economic growth,” Economic Journal 132, no. 642 (2022).

29. the world’s first-ever system of public street lamps: Israel, Dutch Republic, 681.

30. an eighth of Amsterdam’s working population: Oscar Gelderblom, “The Golden
Age of the Dutch Republic,” in The Invention of Enterprise, ed. David S. Landes,
Joel Mokyr, and William J. Baumol (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,
2010), 159.
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31. “the pursuit of private gain”: Karel Davids, “Openness or Secrecy? Industrial
Espionage in the Dutch Republic,” Journal of European Economic History 24, no.
2 (1995).

32. percent of all tax revenues: James D. Tracy, The Founding of the Dutch Republic:
War, Finance, and Politics in Holland 15721588 (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2008), 312.”

33. “least regard for his rank’: Israel, Dutch Republic, 2.

34. “seedbed of theological, intellectual, and social promiscuity’: Israel, Dutch
Republic, 2.

35. “idea of liberalism”: Shorto, Amsterdam, 274.

36. “mounting spiral”: Israel, Dutch Republic, 612, 633.

37. driving at least 150,000 to flee France: Philip Mansel, Louis XIV: King of the
World (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 562—63.”
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1. “Arevolution strictly defensive”: Thomas Babington Macaulay, History of England
from the Accession of James II (1848), Volume 2, Chapter 10.

Y “collapsed more spectacularly”: Walter Scheidel, Escape from Rome: The Failure
of Empire and the Road to Prosperity (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,
2019), 363.

3. witenagemots: Not to be confused with J. K. Rowling’s magical parliament, the
Wizengamot.

4. “community of taxpayers’: Scheidel, Escape from Rome, 365.

5. 30 to 50 percent of Europe’s population: James W. Wood et al., “The Temporal
Dynamics of the Fourteenth Century Black Death,” Human Biology (2003), cited in
Sharon N. DeWitte, “Age Patterns of Mortality During the Black Death in London,
A.D. 1349-1350,” Journal of Archaeological Science 37, no. 12 (December 2010).

6. still hotly debate: See inter alia: Guillaume Vandenbroucke, “From Ye Olde
Stagnation to Modern Growth in England,” Economic Synopses, no. 3 (2023); Mark
Bailey, “Society, economy and the law in fourteenth-century England,” University of
Oxford; Gregory Clark, “Microbes and Markets: Was the Black Death an economic
revolution?”” Journal of Demographic Economics 82, no. 2 (2016): 139-65.”
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7.“54 bourgeois virtues of Prudence and Temperance: Deirdre N. McCloskey,
“Bourgeois Virtues?,” Prudentia, May 18, 2006. For much more on the bourgeois
virtues, see: Deirdre N. McCloskey, The Bourgeois Virtues: Ethics for an Age of
Commerce (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007).

8. “huge reservoir of conservative and reactionary forces”: Barrington Moore, Social
Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy: Lord and Peasant in the Making of the
Modern World (Boston: Beacon, 1993), 30.

9. didn’t actively oppose: Eric Hobsbawm, The Age of Revolution (New York:
Vintage, 1996), 51.

10. trades other than farming: Patrick Wallis, Justin Colson, and David Chilosi,
“Structural Change and Economic Growth in the British Economy before the
Industrial Revolution, 1500-1800,” Journal of Economic History 78, no. 3 (2018):
27.

11. one in eight English men: Christopher Brooks, “The English Civil War and
the Glorious Revolution,” in Western Civilization: A Concise History (Portland:
Portland Community College, 2019).

12. killed some 150,000 total: “By its end, around 62,000 soldiers were dead, and
perhaps 100,000 more had died from war-related disease”: Jonathan Healey, The
Blazing World: A New History of Revolutionary England, 1603—-1689 (New York:
Knopf, 2023), 203.

13. “ ended in victory: His son, Charles II, would continue these schemes. Samuel
Pepys’ diary records: “I find ... that for a sum of money we shall enter into a league
with the King of France ... and that this sum of money will so help the King that he
will not need the Parliament,” “Wednesday 28 April 1669,” The Diary of Samuel
Pepys.”

14.  “lascivious Mirth and Levity”: “September 1642: Order for Stage-plays to
Cease,” in Acts and Ordinances of the Interregnum, 1642-1660, ed. C. H. Firth and
R. S. Rait (London: His Majesty’s Stationery Office, 1911), 26-27. British History
Online.

15. strict and austere: “Overview of the Civil War,” UK Parliament.

16. execution of Charles I: Howard Nenner, “Regicides,” Oxford Dictionary of
National Biography, September 23, 2004.

17. “Shewing how they were first Bred”: D. F., The Dutch-mens Pedigree: or A



relation, shewing how they were first bred, and descended from a horse-turd, which
was enclosed ina butter-box.... London: Printed in the year 1653. And are to be sold
at St. Michaels Church door in Cornhill.

18. “the Devil shits Dutchmen”: “Friday 19 July 1667,” The Diary of Samuel Pepys.

19. “with victory on their side”: “Monday 29 July, 1667,” The Diary of Samuel Pepys.

20. disaffected nobles and merchants: Steve Pincus, 1688: the First Modern Revolution
(New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2011), 233-34.

21. turning point: As for the Dutch, after William’s death in 1702, they decided to
make do without a Stadholder for a while, cementing the Netherlands’ republican
form of government. The Republic lasted another century before being destroyed in
the French Revolutionary Wars: At the 1815 Congress of Vienna, the Netherlands
was reborn as a kingdom with the House of Orange officially becoming Dutch
monarchs, a status they still hold today.

22. “move beyond identity politics”: Pincus, 1688: The First Modern Revolution, 94.

23. political give-and-take: England would become perhaps the first society in human
history to permanently stay within what scholars Daron Acemoglu and James A.
Robinson call “the Narrow Corridor’: a path between tyranny and anarchy. See:
Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson, The Narrow Corridor: States, Societies,
and the Fate of Liberty (New York: Penguin, 2019).

24. would repay its debts: Douglass C. North and Barry R. Weingast. “Constitutions
and Commitment: The Evolution of Institutions Governing Public Choice in
Seventeenth-Century England,” Journal of Economic History 49, no. 4 (1989):
803-32.

25. English prosperity: John Brewer, The Sinews of Power: War, Money and the
English State, 1688-1783 (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1990),
154-55.

26. 1689 Act of Toleration: For more on religious toleration, see Mark Koyama and
Noel D. Johnson, Persecution and Toleration: The Long Road to Religious Freedom
(New York: Cambridge University Press, 2019).

27. Bank of England: Israel, Dutch Republic, 630.

28. 15 percent of its starting capital: Mansel, King of the World, 318.

29. Huguenot surnames: “Huguenots and the World of Finance: Part One,” Huguenot
Society, April 25, 2022.”
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30. restricting the flow: Karel Davids, The Rise and Decline of Dutch Technological
Leadership (Leiden: Brill, 2008), 153-54.

31. new guilds: Israel, Dutch Republic, 1014.

32. essential precondition: Maine’s ideas were expanded upon by the economist
Deirdre McCloskey’s thesis of the “Four Rs” that gave us the modern world—
reading, reformation, revolt (in the Netherlands), and revolution (in England in 1688)
culminated in late seventeenth-century England in the fifth and ultimately decisive
“R,” the revaluation of the bourgeoisie, an “R-caused, egalitarian reappraisal of
ordinary people,” cited in Scheidel, Escape from Rome: 489.

33. first drink of tea: Sidney W. Mintz, quoted in Jan de Vries, Industrious Revolution
(New York: Cambridge University Press, 2008), 31.

34. 2,450 calories a day: “Daily supply of calories per person,” 1800, Our World
in Data, citing S. Broadberry , B. Campbell, A. Klein, M. Overton, and B. Van
Leeuwen. (2015). British Economic Growth, 1270-1870. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press and Table 1.2 from Fogel, R. W. (2004). The escape from hunger
and premature death, 1700-2100: Europe, America, and the Third World (Vol. 38).
Cambridge University Press.”

35. “working manufacturing people of England”: Daniel Defoe, The Complete
English Tradesman (1726), chapter 22, quoted in Robert C. Allen, British Industrial
Revolution in Global Perspective (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009),
25.

36. 60 to 80-percent: Scheidel, Escape from Rome, 382.

37. multiplied by 10: Scheidel, Escape from Rome, 369.

38. all other nations’ fleets combined: Hobsbawm, Age of Revolution, 106.

39. “physical, moral, and intellectual”: The most famous Whig historian, Lord
Macaulay, began his 1848 History of England by declaring “the history of our
country during the last hundred and sixty years is eminently the history of physical,

of moral, and of intellectual improvement.”

O Jaad 2olo
1. “Every man”: Herbert Butterfield, Christianity and History (New York: Scribner,
1949), 11.



2. relatively peaceful: The Dutch waged the Eighty Years War against their Habsburg
overlords, and saw their fair share of coups at home, but still managed to craft a
political order that was far less violent than the European norm of the era. And
although England’s 1688 Glorious Revolution saw remarkably little bloodshed, it
followed the much-bloodier English Civil War of 1642-51.

3. over 80 percent: Mansel, King of the World, 634.

4. proliferation of rumors: Robert Darnton, The Revolutionary Temper: Paris, 1748—
1789 (New York: W. W. Norton, 2023).

5. at his sire’s feet: Simon Schama, Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution
(New York: Knopf, 1990), 1028.”

6. six thousand National Guards: Schama, Citizens, 1031.

7. “ever-memorable vengeance: “The Proclamation of the Duke of Brunswick,
1792,” in Readings in European History, ed. J. H. Robinson (Boston: Ginn, 1906),
2:443-45.

8. slumped to 15 percent: Malcolm Crook, Elections in the French Revolution: An
Apprenticeship in Democracy, 1789-1799 (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2002), 85. Crook notes that although the requirement that voters must be
taxpayers was removed, domestic servants and others considered “dependents”
were still excluded from the voter rolls in 1792.

9. abysmal 8.7 percent: Lemarchand Guy, “Sur les élections pendant la Révolution:
Patrice Gueniffey,” Le nombre et la raison. La Révolution frangaise et les élections.
In: Annales de Normandie, 47e année, n°5, 1997. Etudes médiévales. Journées
d’histoire du droit—1996. pp. 607—12.

10. preaching idealistic measures: For a treatment of Robespierre the man—populist,
intellectual, idealistic, and unforgiving—see this biographical portrait by the late
novelist Hilary Mantel, best known for depicting other ruthless men in the halls of
power, including Thomas Cromwell and Henry VIII in Wolf Hall: Hilary Mantel,
“ “What a man this is, with his crowd of women around him!’,” London Review of
Books, March 30, 2000.”

11. “wielder of the guillotine: See the illustration on p. 82: Anonymous, Robespierre
guillotinant le bourreau, Louvre, Paris, France. This satirical cartoon depicts
Robespierre trampling on the Constitutions of 1791-1793, and, having guillotined

everyone else in France, ends by “guillotining the executioner.”
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12. seventeen thousand: Of cases where a victim was officially condemned to death,
some 59 percent of the Terror’s victims were workers or peasants, 24 percent middle
class, 8 percent nobles, 6 percent clergy, and 1.5 percent other, per estimates by
Donald Greer, Incidence of the Terror during the French Revolution (Cambridge,
MA: Harvard University Press, 1935), “97. Note that these estimates do not take
account of the many more victims who were lynched without trial.”

13. accused of treason: Schama, Citizens, 1477.

14. “devours its children”: Jacques Mallet du Pan, Considérations sur la nature de la
Révolution de France, et sur les causes qui en prolongent la durée (1793), 63.

15. “he has to be God”: William Doyle, The Oxford History of the French Revolution,
2nd ed. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1990), 278.

16. mass popular enthusiasm: David Bell, Men on Horseback: The Power of Charisma
in the Age of Revolution (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2020), argues that,
after the divine right of kings was shattered, the Napoleonic model showed a path to
power by posing as a “man of the people,” fusing democratic and militarist impulses
in the “cult of the strongman.”

17. “the catalyst, of modernity”: Schama, Citizens, 184.

18. naval engineering techniques: Mansel, King of the World, 123.

19. “Protestant capitalism”: Schama, Citizens, 189.

20. grand historical irony: Similarly, the term doux commerce, “gentle” or peaceful
commerce, was espoused by French philosopher Montesquieu ... but such a vision,
of war for conquest being replaced by mutually beneficial trade, was a vision more
implemented by the increasingly free-trading British of the nineteenth century, not
by the Jacobins, nor Napoleon, nor Napoleon, nor successive French regimes. Baron
de Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, trans. Thomas Nugent, ed. Franz Neumann
(New York: Hafner, 1949).”

21. “People of Bordeaux”: Quoted in Mansel, King of the World, 180.

22. French fleet: Mansel, King of the World, 357, 643.

23. 60 percent of the French: Table from Stephen Broadberry and Leigh Gardner,
“Africa’s Growth Prospects in a European Mirror: A Historical Perspective,”
working paper series at the University of Warwick (2013): 18.

24. provincial towns: Blanning, Pursuit of Glory, 54-56.

25. launched the field of aviation: Schama describes the scene in Citizens: This was



an era of “Charismatic physics ... they were witnessing a liberating event—an
augury of a free-floating future ... exemplified the philosopher’s vision of a festival
of freedom: uplifting glimpses of the Sublime in which the experience, not the
audience, was noble.” Schama, Citizens, 131.

26. achievements of 1688: See Rachel Hammersley, “Parallel revolutions: seventeenth-
century England and eighteenth-century France,” in The English Republican
Tradition and Eighteenth-Century France: Between the Ancients and the Moderns
(Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2016).

27. “Why should we be ashamed”: Monsieur Navier, “Address” (1789), in Richard
Price, “A Discourse on the Love of Our Country” (1789), quoted in Steve Pincus,
1688: The First Modern Revolution (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2011),
11.”

28. liberalized agrarian laws: See: Peter McPhee, “The French Revolution, Peasants,
and Capitalism,” American Historical Review 94, no. 5 (1989): 1265-80.

29. free market: The most famous proponent of this argument: Georges Lefebvre, The
Coming of the French Revolution, trans. R. R. Palmer (Princeton, NJ: Princeton
University Press, 2015).

30. movement that had taken centuries: We see in the Jacobin program of sudden,
drastic land reform the glimmerings of later failed experiments like Stalin’s high-
speed and deadly collectivization, or Mao’s Great Leap Forward.

31. “silent bombardment”: Hobsbawm, Age of Revolution, 158-59.

32. “Utopian attempt”: Margaret Thatcher, The Downing Street Years (New York:
HarperCollins, 1993), 753.

33. twelve months were renamed: Ed Simon, “Why the French Revolution’s ‘Rational’
Calendar Wasn’t,” JSTOR Daily, JSTOR, May 23, 2018.

34. graffiti carved: Fondation Napoléon / K. Huguenaud, GRAFFITIS A L’ENTREE
DU TEMPLE D’ISIS A PHILAE, 1798, Egypt.

35. “unity of the Republic”: “The Lévée en Masse” (August 23, 1793), Fordham
Modern History Sourcebook.

36. “militarized nationalism”: Schama, Citizens, 858.

37. “Returning to his vomit”: William Wordsworth, “The Prelude,” Book 11, Vol. 4
(1850).”

38. “ideas that underpin our modern world””: Roberts, Napoleon: A Life, 37.
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39. Napoleonic reforms: Francis Fukuyama, Political Order and Political Decay (New
York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 2015), 17.

40. labyrinth of licenses: Not unlike the “License Raj” of post-independence India that
hampered growth there for decades.

41. Fewer than twenty-five thousand men survived: Roberts, Napoleon: a Life,
936-37. Note that different historical estimates of the number of survivors from the
Grande Armée vary, from 40,000 to as high as 120,000.

42. “another chariot”: Alistair Horne, Seven Ages of Paris (New York: Knopf, 2002),
181-82.

43. top of the arch: Jean-Alexandre-Joseph Falguiere, La Triomphe de la Revolution,
1882, wax figure, 97 x 130 x 99 cm, Musee de Grenoble, Grenoble, France.

44. numerous other crises: Charles de Gaulle seized power in 1958 in what amounted
to an extralegal coup, even if his rise was later “ratified” by an election.

45. “Phantom Terror”: Drawn from the title of his illuminating history of the post-
Napoleonic era: Adam Zamoyski, Phantom Terror: The Threat of Revolution and
the Repression of Liberty, 1789-1848 (United Kingdom: William Collins, 2014).

46. “revolutionary novelties””: Zamoyski, Phantom Terror, 96.

47. “forest of bayonets”: Count Franz Anton von Kolowrat, letter of June 1833, quoted
in Zamoyski, Phantom Terror, 342.”

48. “volcano™: The full quote: “This, gentlemen, is my profound conviction: I
believe that we are at this moment sleeping on a sleeping volcano. I am profoundly
convinced of it ... [ was saying just now that this evil would, sooner or later, I know
not how nor whence it will come, bring with it a most serious revolution: be assured
that that is so.” Alexis de Tocqueville, Recollections of Alexis de Tocqueville (New
York: 1893).

49. exploded: For a recent narrative account of 1848, see Christopher Clark, “The
Revolutionary Waves of 1848,” in Revolutionary World, ed. David Motadel
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2021).

50. “things will have to change”: Giuseppe Tomasi di Lampedusa, Il Gattopardo,
trans. Archibald Colquhoun (New York: Pantheon, 1960), 22.

51. “many were guillotined”: Leon Trotsky, “Two Speeches at the Central Control
Commission, 1927,” trans. John G. Wright, The Stalin School of Falsification (New
York: 1972).



52. plummeted from 20 percent to 10 percent: Guillaume Daudin, Kevin O’Rourke,
and Leandro Prados de la Esosura, “Trade and Empire, 1700-1870,” OFCE, 23.

53.

54. France’s level: Alfred Cobban, A History of Modern France, Vol. 2 (Penguin,
1963), 49-52, quoted in Andrew Roberts, Napoleon: A Life (New York: Penguin,
2015), 571.

55.106 “capitalist part of the French economy”: Hobsbawm, Age of Revolution,
177-78.

56. planting the seeds of later economic growth: Daron Acemoglu et al., “The
Consequences of Radical Reform: The French Revolution” (Cambridge, MA:
National Bureau of Economic Research, April 2009), https://doi.org/10.3386/
w14831.

57. “swallowed the (French) political revolution”: Eric Hobsbawm, The Age of
Capital, 1848-1875 (New York: Vintage, 1996), 15.”
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1. “most important event”: Hobsbawm, Age of Revolution, 29.

2. inventors flourished: The economic historian Joel Mokyr draws a distinction
between “savants” (theoretical scientific thinkers) and “fabricants” (industrial
workmen who got their hands dirty) in his 1992 book The Gifts of Athena. Joel
Mokyr, The Gifts of Athena (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2002).

3. low on wood: William M. Cavert, The Smoke of London: Energy and Environment
in the Early Modern City, Cambridge Studies in Early Modern British History
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2016), 21.

4. 1,300 horses: Vaclav Smil, Energy and Civilization: A History (Cambridge, MA:
MIT Press, 2018), 12, 301.

S. patent protections: Alessandro Nuvolari and Christine Macleod “Patents and
Industrialisation: An Historical Overview of the British Case, 1624-1907,” SSRN
(Social Science Research Network) (2010), 6.

6. Thomas Lombe’s patent: Robert Burrell and Catherine Kelly, ‘“Parliamentary
Rewards and the Evolution of the Patent System,” Cambridge Law Journal 74, no.
3(2015): 423-49.
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7. destroyed the machinery: S. R. Epstein, “Craft Guilds, Apprenticeship, and
Technological Change in Preindustrial Europe,” Journal of Economic History 58,
no. 3 (1998): 684-713.”

8. dizzying factor of 150: Blanning, Pursuit of Glory, 243-44.

9. “Victorious Century”: David Cannadine, Victorious Century: The United
Kingdom, 1800-1906 (New York: Viking, 2018).

10. 50 percent: Robert C. Allen, “Engels’ Pause: Technical Change, Capital
Accumulation, and Inequality in the British Industrial Revolution,” Explorations in
Economic History 46, no. 4 (2009): 418-35, see Fig. 1 and Table 1.

11. five thousand calories: J. Braford DeLong, Slouching Towards Utopia: An
Economic History of the Twentieth Century (New York: Basic, 2022), 18.
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